BEZALEEL ISRAEL FARM
Working Off-the-grid Diversified Farm in Transition.
Agricultural Land Trust Formation.
Permaculture Education Center.
40 miles north of Colville, WA – 3 miles south of the Canadian border.

• Bezaleel Israel, pictured
here next to his homemade
hydraulic cider press. His
small orchard can produce
upwards of 3000 lbs. of fruit.

Bezaleel Israel Farm, southeast corner looking to the northwest. Mowed strip is property line (distorted by panoramic image,
the mowed lines are at a right angle). Darker treed area is BZ’s farm which he has never logged commercially. BZ has 7 acres of
arable, drained wetland (foreground), 4 acres of upland arable fields, gardens and orchard and 9 acres mixed conifer woodlot.

Soils: All soil types on the farm are classified “Farmland of Statewide Importance.”

• Solar Well Pump

Clockwise from top left: Tractor and hay rake, rotovator, spare fencing, cider press, backhoe w/ log splitter, potato digger.

• 900 sq. ft. Shop

Left: Primary dwelling, garden and orchard; Upper right: Garden and
hoophouse frame; Lower right: Spring-fed swimming hole.

It’s not all roses and rainbows. There’s about an acre of detritus needing devoted restoration efforts.

Vision – Potential

After 30 years developing his 20-acre permaculture farm in northeast Washington state, Bezaleel
Israel, known to his many friends as BZ, is retiring from farming. BZ has worked harder in his lifetime than
anyone you are likely ever to meet. Starting out working in auto manufacturing in Detroit, moving on to aviation
mechanics and then to heavy equipment operation preparing hundreds of building sites and pouring close to 50
concrete foundations (including his own dwelling on the farm) and heavy equipment repair. He then took on
purchasing and developing his farm, clearing undeveloped forest for his homestead and repair shop, clearing
out drainage ditches, raising crops and saving seeds. BZ has also been involved in alternative energy, installing
solar systems, wood-fired hot water and modifying vehicles to run off straight vegetable oil.
BZ has always been a seeker. Being a deeply thoughtful and questioning person, he developed a
critical view of conventional society leading him to totally reject it and what it stands for. He sought solutions to
what he saw happening around him, and to him, as a result of a lifestyle removed from nature and human
comradery. It has been 50 years since BZ ‘dropped out,’ as he puts it, and began living an alternative lifestyle. 50
years ago, he was part of a workers’ collective auto repair shop. For 10 years he was part of the Love Family, a
spiritual commune begun in the 1960’s where he farmed, kept the equipment running and participated in the
highs and lows of intentional community. He also spent four years with the Evergreen Land Trust at Walker
Creek. Afterwards, BZ settled into a more solitary life on his 20-care homestead.
Now getting on in years (BZ is 71), he wants to donate his farm to the Permaculture
Conservations Trust and set up a stewardship agreement that will allow him to live out his days on the farm and
share his knowledge and expertise with selected apprentices– The ultimate aim being to identify the right folks
to enter into long-term leases to steward the land in perpetuity.
Potential Market Crops:
Mixed vegetables
Apples, pears, etc.
Nuts
Medicinal Herbs
Cannabis/Hemp
Chicken/Duck/Goose
Beef/Pork
Lamb/Mutton
Capretto/Chevon
Rabbit
Eggs
Nursery Stock
Biochar/Woodworking/etc.

Potential Market Outlets
Colville Farmers’ Market (50 min. away)
Chewelah Farmers’ Market (1hr. 15 min. away))
CSA
Meyers Falls Market, Kettle Falls
Ferry County Co-op, Republic, WA
Tonasket Natural Foods Co-op, Tonasket, WA
Spring and Fall Regional Barter Faires
Local Inland Northwest Cooperative (LINC)
USDA Food Box Programs
Online Sales
Wholesale Buyers
Spokane Outlets (2 hrs. 20 min. away)

Land Tenure

Permaculturists generally reject the societal status quo-- the
extractive, colonial, capitalistic, exploitative, racist, patriarchal,
materialistic "consumer" society that has been brought about by the
undisciplined over-consumption of fossil fuels for private profit over the
past 300 years. The vision for this land trust is to provide a way for
people to live simple, self-reliant, productive lives outside of all that as
much as possible. We can't totally escape it, but if groups of like-minded
permaculturists can secure land in common, remove it from the
speculative real estate market (the age-old racket of white people selling
stolen land among themselves for profit), and create vibrant and loving
eco-villages, our model can become an example to others of a better
way of life.
The plan is for this farm to be gifted to the Permaculture
Conservation Trust to become a Community Land Trust. The Trust will be
responsible for the long-term stewardship of the property as set forth in
a Stewardship Agreement. The Trust will be made up of residents on the
land, neighbors, and individuals and organizations in the region who
have an interest in Regenerative Agriculture, Permaculture and the
revitalization of the local food system.

Collective Farm – Eco-village

The Stewardship Agreement to be drafted might stipulate, among other things, that a small community of people are permitted to operate a regenerative
permaculture collective farm on the land. The Collective would have seats on the Land Trust Board, but otherwise would be independent of the Trust and selfdetermined. The assets of any enterprise undertaken on the land such as market farming would be owned by the Collective members. Members would
generate income in the form of ‘Patronage Refunds’ based on their participation in generating revenue from farm sales and participating in collective projects.
The Collective would offer an apprenticeship program with short- and long-term apprenticeships. There can be both seasonal and year-round apprentices.
There can also be one or more resident farmers who, after a five-year apprenticeship, could apply to the Land Trust for a 99-year lease. Because of the Land
Trust and the stewards who live on and love the place, it will be protected and cared for in perpetuity. Guided by permaculture principles, informed by
permaculture practices, our hope is to cultivate values for community life and livelihood, and to illustrate by example their benefits to the greater society.

Permaculture Education Center
The Inland Northwest Permaculture Guild, established in
2011, is a network of permaculture practitioners who
inhabit a region of the northwestern U.S. between the
Cascade Mountain Range and the Rocky Mountain
Range. INPG hosts annual gatherings, offers
Permaculture Design Courses and facilitates
communication among Guild members and the greater
community about the promise of permaculture.
The Permaculture Conservation Trust and the new ecovillage both might include in their organizing documents
provisions that establish an educational overlay to the
agricultural activities that are engaged in on the land.
With the Guild’s experience organizing permaculture
educational events, the Guild could be a valuable
partner in transitioning the Bezaleel Israel Farm into its
new future by developing a curricula for an
apprenticeship program as well as having a home base
for its regional gatherings and seasonal workshops.
Resident farmers could be obliged in their leases to
include mentoring and overseeing some organized study
regimen on the part of the apprentices at the farm. The
Guild might be able to issue design and/or achievement
certificates and charge tuition.

